
Graham, Devon, Sam, James, Jay 
 
 
Conversation:  
 
Boyd: I think you two have blown this out of proportion a little, especially you 
Ronson: there is no need for such a reaction. Internet use is evolving and we are 
in its infancy.  
 
Ronson: Dark times ahead! The end of days is upon us! If I can label and destroy 
someone online, we're no different from our ancestors! 
 
Carr: I reckon we could all do with a niiiice long break from our computer 
screens... Ronson you need to get away from all this. Boyd, you seem to have 
kept your wits about you. There are so many issues its not difficult to get lost in it 
all.   
 
Boyd: Better understanding of the issues plaguing teens and others in creating 
networks and in using social media will lead to a greater digital experience. We 
should strive to understand and mend.  
 
Ronson: I agree with you there... only through changing the horde mentality and 
creating change in the individual can we truly shape the internet and social 
media: WE ARE the internet and social media: we are what we create.  
 
Carr: Agreed. There is potential for great misuse on the internet, and we should 
all strive to increase our self-consciousness of how we use this potent device and 
how it uses us! 
 
  



 
Brittany, Nicole, Allison, Mackenzie 
 
Interviewer: What do you think the appropriate age is for kids to start engaging in  
social media?  
 
Boyd: I think the appropriate age are middle school kids to early teens because 
its their way of learning and searching for information around them. (pg. 66) 
 
Carr: I disagree. Adults brains are being reshaped negatively by technology, so 
when kids start using technology the effects will be more intense because it will 
be all they know.  
 
Body: In my research, I have interviewed multiple teens and have discovered that 
their use of social media connects them to others rather then causing them 
negative effects. 
 
Ronson: I think kids should start using social media once they know they effects 
of it and have seen the consequences of public nature on social media.  
 
Carr: I agree that people using social media should know the consequences of it 
and if people are going to start using it younger, there need to be a lot of 
restrictions.  
 
Ronson: I agree with restrictions because if people experience the public 
shaming that I have witnessed, it would create a much larger impact. Seeing how 
adults handle it and how it have ruined their lives, I can't imagine how it would 
impact children.  
 
  



Molly, Isabella, Jessica, and Melinda  
 
Interviewer: Ronson you touched on shaming, Carr you touch on the loss of 
empathy, and boyd you touched on bullying. How relevant do you think 
technology is to these issues?  
 
Carr: I think technology is to blame for these issues.  
 
boyd: Well, technology can't attack people. It is the people attacking each other. 
These problems have always been here, but now technology is amplifying them 
(boyd, 152). 
 
Ronson: I agree. Technology has allowed shaming to become more public. 
 
Carr: Before technology, people were more empathetic. Technology has 
contributed to the rewiring of our brains. The public shaming that we see is an 
example of how we have lost our compassion.  
 
Ronson: It is obvious that technology is an immensely powerful tool, but I do not 
think that it is completely negative because the silenced are now getting a voice. 
Average everyday people are now able to have a powerful voice that always 
them to create change. We are now seeing a democratization of justice (Ronson, 
10).  
 
boyd: I agree; however, when people are all attacking each other on social 
media, it just enables more violence (boyd, 136). 
  



Amanda, Jay, Sara, Alex, Nicole 
 
Emails between Carr, Boyd, and Ronson. 
                            
Ronson: Good Morning, I am currently writing a new book on the effects of social 
media and I was curious to know both of your opinions. Please feel free to 
contact me whenever. 
  
Carr: What specific effects are you interested in? The physical or psychological? 
  
Boyd: Let’s not interview Boyd. He is too negative and wrote his book in 2007. 
His opinion is irrelevant at this point. 
  
Ronson: Well if you read my wonderful book, you might be familiar with public 
shaming through technology. 
  
Carr: Yes, I read your book. Props to you for making the connection between 
colonial times and modern public shaming. I thought you highlighted the 
imminent detriments of technology on society. 
  
Boyd: Technology is not to blame for this increase in public shaming. Both adults 
and the youth need to be taught about media literacy. Many users are not aware 
of the consequences that occur when shaming someone digitally. (pg 198) 
  
Carr: Boyd, you make a point that I agree with, however, I still believe that 
technology is the catalyst to public shaming. The use of technology has made 
human beings less empathetic to certain situations as they hide behind a screen. 
When we see someone being shamed on internet, rather than according to our 
own knowledge and intuition, we go through the motions, responding and 
criticizing as we please. (pg 219) 
  
Ronson: Both of you calm down. Your theories are nice, but after talking with the 
victims of public shaming I have found that it is both the use of technology (to rely 
these negative messages) and the human choice that contribute to modern day 
public shaming.  
 
 
 


